South Austin Democrats
Meeting Minutes

June 9, 2009

Casa Garcia

Vice President Todd Wong called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm

Todd Wong introduced elected officials and candidates:

· Judge Nancy Hohengarten
· Judge Charlie Baird
· Judge Raul Gonzalez
· John Lipscombe, Candidate for County Court #3
· Olga Seelig, Candidate for County Court #3
· Karen Sage, Candidate for 147th District Court 

Treasurer’s Report by Amy Everhart

Income of $1600 due to large donors, for candidate mailing and production in early May

Need approval to pay for mailing and postcard costs for $2898.38

Motion by Walter Timberlake, second by Raymond Flores, treasurer’s report approved.
Amy made motion to add web fees of $71.00 to total fees.
Amendment approved to include web fees. 

Secretary’s Report by Alicia Del Rio

Motion by Rosa Walker to accept as submitted and second by Walter Timberlake, motion carried. 

New Business
Alicia Del Rio announced Yeller Dawg Fundraiser will be Sept. 23rd, 2009
Signup sheet was passed around for volunteers during event.
Alicia passed around ballots for nominations of honorees.

Rosa Walker recognized for a recent award from the Texas Democratic Party. 
Presentation by Representative Eddie Gonzalez 

Special session called today 6/9/09, not sure if voter ID will be discussed or not, if not then considered a victory for 2 more years. Budget passed, but other than that not a whole lot was passed. No big issues were passed. Republicans had a majority in the house, so they can only blame themselves for this. Craddick would just shut you down if you were not on his team.  Straus let house do what house wanted to do, wish he had more presence/leadership on some issues, but like him much better than Craddick.

Highlights from budget: 
Total budget 1.6 billion less than last two years budget

1.9 increase in public education ($800 pay raise for teachers over 2 years)

1.2 increase in high education—increase in fin aid

35 million to address shortage of nurses (Donna Howard had a lot to do with that)

Water bonds to create state water plant

421 million—one-time bonus for some Texas State employees

1 billion to help pay for windstorm insurance premiums 

Other items:

Top 10% rule, passed (only applies to UT Austin) (75% is top 10% admission)

Tuition Relief—can’t increase over 3.95% in tuition
Guns on campus didn’t pass

Most disappointed about was re: transportation, renewable energy, lost 555 million due to Perry rejecting stimulus funds
Gonzalez then opened it up to question from membership

Announcements 
Ian Davis thanked everyone for support of Bill Spellman campaign
Appreciation party for all candidates Monday June 22nd at Threadgills on Riverside 7:30 
Music provided by WC Clark 
Roger Garrell made an announcement about single payer healthcare event at city hall on May 30th and said turnout was poor because it was not well publicized. 
Motion to adjourn 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kassi Darakhshan 

